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Unit I Overview
Content Area: Digital Music
Unit Title: Western and World Instruments and Classical Music
Target Course/Grade Level:  6
Unit Summary:
Students will learn about the instrument families of the orchestra, how to classify instruments
from other cultures around the world, learn about using recycled materials to make
instruments, and all about the classical music time periods.

Student Learning Objectives
Students will:

● enhance their existing knowledge of musical instruments and musical instrument
families. 

● become familiar with software programs and websites on the Internet dealing with musical
instruments and musical instrument families. 

● learn to use software programs to explore musical instruments, melody and harmony. 
● learn to use software programs to explore world music. 
● use the design process to design and create an original musical instrument from found

materials.
● Create a database query for entries about the classical music time periods of music history
● Research information about each of the classical music time periods of music history,

including a famous composer from each time period and compare each time period to that
period in world history.

Related Content (Add interdisciplinary standards here. See
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/)

ELA/Literacy:
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based research
process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered on varying perspectives on causes of climate change (e.g., crosscultural,
gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can best be used to design multiple potential
solutions
9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect
• 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to
achieve a group goal.
9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally.
9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal
factors.
9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way
9.4.8.TL.1: Construct a spreadsheet in order to analyze multiple data sets, identify relationships, and
facilitate data-based decision-making.
Computer Science and Design Thinking



8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific
purpose.
Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and
genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The
instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to fight racism and
hatred whenever and wherever it happens.
Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding
the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of
elementary and secondary school students.

Standard
#

New Jersey Student Learning Standards

1.3A.8.Pr6b Demonstrate performance decorum (e.g., stage presence, attire, behavior) and audience
etiquette appropriate for venue, purpose, context, and style.

1.3E.12.C
n11

Cn11. Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context
to deepen understanding.
EU: People develop ideas, expand literacy, and gain perspectives about societal,
cultural, historical, and community contexts through their interactions with an analysis of
the arts.

1.3E.12.Pr
6

Pr6. Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.
EU: Artists judge presentation/performance based on criteria that vary across time,
place, and cultures. The context and how a work is presented influences the audience
response.

1.3E.12.Pr
5

Pr5. Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.
EU: Artists develop personal processes and skills. To express their ideas, artists analyze,
evaluate, and refine their presentation/performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria.

1.3A.8.Pr4d Identify and explain how cultural and historical context inform performances and result in
different musical effects.

1.3A.8.Cr1a Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and harmonic
accompaniments within basic forms (e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and expanded
forms (e.g., introductions, transitions, and codas) that convey expressive intent.
Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical).

1.3A.8.Re9
a

Support with evidence personal interpretation of contrasting programs of music and
explain how the application of the elements of music and expressive qualities, within
genres, cultures, and historical periods convey expressive intent.

1.3E.12.Cn
11

Cn11. Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context
to deepen understanding.
EU: People develop ideas, expand literacy, and gain perspectives about societal,
cultural, historical, and community contexts through their interactions with an analysis of
the arts.

1.3A.8.Cn1
1a

Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.



Essential Questions

● Can students identify which instruments
belong to each family of the western
orchestra?

● Can students gain knowledge of World Music
Instrument families and apply this to
instruments of the western orchestra?

● Can students apply what they know about
traditional instruments to those
non-traditional instruments and decipher
which instrument group it would belong to?

● Can students create and effectively use a
database to gather and view information using
Google Forms?

● Can students recognize differences in history,
instruments, and music from different
classical music time periods?

Enduring Understandings

● Identify which instruments belong to
each family of the western orchestra
and explain the characteristics of the
instruments as to why they belong in
that particular instrument group.

● Apply knowledge of traditional
instruments to non-traditional
instruments and decide which
instrument family/group it would
belong in.

● Classify western orchestra
instruments into World Music
Instrument families.

● Perform a song on their own
homemade instrument made of
found materials

● View and share information on a
classical music time period and enter
it into a database they created.

● Discuss similarities and differences
throughout the Classical Music time
periods in music and history.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will …

● Learn about the instruments of the Western orchestra and classify them in instrument
families.

● Learn about the Sachs-Hornbostel system of classifying instruments and apply those
classifications to instruments from the Western orchestra and from a variety of cultures
around the world.

● Discuss what it means to make music without instruments.

● Research green music and design and create an instrument made from found materials.

● Perform a song with an instrument made from found materials.

● Build a database for gathering information about the Classical Music time periods.
Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:
Students will participate in a series of quizzes on music software Focus On Sound to test

their knowledge on instruments from the Western orchestra.

Summative Assessment



Students will complete a Google Drawing to classify Western orchestra instruments into the
Sachs-Hornbostel world instrument classification system to demonstrate their understanding of the
material.

Alternative Assessment:
Students will participate in Kahoot quizzes throughout the rotation to test their knowledge

on various elements, including world instrument classifications and Classical Music time periods.

Benchmark/Performance Assessment Standards & Criteria for Success :  
Students will participate in class discussions, submit a variety of assignments pertaining to

the material on Google Classroom, create and share a database containing information about the
Classical Music Time Periods, and construct a musical instrument out of found / recycled materials.

Lesson Plans and Pacing Guide
Lesson Suggestions Timeframe

–weeks
This unit plan is based on an approximately 30-day rotation.  Each 6th grade student will
be taught this unit when they come to Digital Music during the course of the school year. 
The length and time it takes to complete each portion of the unit varies with each class,
depending on the individual group dynamic and the needs of the students.  The following
is an overview of what will be covered:

- Introduction to the Digital Music and the computer lab/performing arts space. 
Students will sign in to their computers, set their mouse to the desired settings, and
have a review of Google Image searching.  Then they will sign into their K-12
accounts and set up a Google classroom for Digital Music. There they will have the
opportunity to become familiar with their Google classroom by answering the
following questions:

      - Do you play any instruments?  If so, which one(s)?  If not, have you ever
taken lessons?  If you could play any instrument in the world, which one would it
be?

 - They would then have the opportunity to respond to their classmates' entries.

Day 1/2

- Students will use music software "Focus on Sound" to learn about the instrument
families of the western orchestra. This includes Woodwinds, Brass, Strings,
Untuned Percussion, and Tuned Percussion. Each day they will explore one
instrument family through Focus on Sound and take the test on the software on
what they learned.  The test focuses on what the instruments sound and look like. 
They will also have assignments on their Google Classroom that correspond to
those families of instruments.  At the end of the section on western orchestra, we
will watch "Toot, Whistle, Plunk, Boom" together and the students will
demonstrate their knowledge of the orchestral instrument families by completing
the accompanying assignment on their Google classroom. Toot Whistle Plunk and
Boom

Days 3-10

https://docs.google.com/a/plps-k12.org/document/d/17f7GCSMiyLEsbiULNqWgmTK9OPAHAtNwa7rR-qHbPfc/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/a/plps-k12.org/document/d/17f7GCSMiyLEsbiULNqWgmTK9OPAHAtNwa7rR-qHbPfc/edit?usp=drive_web


- Students will use websites in the following assignment: (World Instrument
Families) to conduct research on world instrument families, including
Chordophones, Aerophones, Idiophones, Membranophones, and Electrophones.
They will also complete a "worksheet" through their Google Classroom classifying
western orchestra instruments into those World Music Instrument families. 
(Classifying Instruments)

Days 11-15

- Students will learn about making music without traditional instruments. They will access
various videos through their Google Classroom and complete assignments there about
non-traditional ways to make music, such as Stomp in addition to participating in class
discussions about each one. They will then view a video about the Recycled Instruments
Orchestra in Paraguay and conduct research to learn about how they can make music
"green", or more environmentally friendly using several different websites found on their
Google Classroom.

Days 16-20

- Students will create a database to collect information about the classical music time
periods: Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Impressionism, and
Modernism. Each database entry will include information about the time period, spotlight
a composer, incorporate a listening exercise of a piece written by that composer, and tie
in facts about world history during that time period. This will be followed by a Kahoot to
review the information they have gathered about the time period.

Days 21-28

- Students will construct/build their own homemade musical instruments using found
materials.  Finally, Students will “play” their instrument to a song of their choosing. This
may be done in a group or as a soloist.

Days 29-30

Extension Lesson(s)

Additional Related Lessons

Teacher Resources:
Music First Classroom – Focus on Sound
Google Classroom
Google Drawings
Google Docs
Google Forms
Variety of websites to be used for researching information to complete the Classical Music time
periods database.
Smart TV
Laptop
Curriculum Development Resources
New Jersey Student Learning Standards – 2020

https://app.oncoursesystems.com/documents/PG9fdSPG69dfYB9dhW/14605913-13415956/downloadFile.aspx
https://app.oncoursesystems.com/documents/PG9fdSPG69dfYB9dhW/14605913-13415956/downloadFile.aspx
https://app.oncoursesystems.com/documents/PEG29hUPF29ePGG6fY/14605940-13415956/downloadFile.aspx
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/



